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Program Overview

Vermont's state-administered Guardian ad Litem program, DCF structure, and court process.

Legal Foundation

33 V.S.A. Vermont Code, dependency definitions, ICWA requirements.

Your Role as GAL

Investigation, advocacy, connection, and court reporting responsibilities.

Multidisciplinary Team

Working with judges, caseworkers, attorneys, and service providers.

Court Process

From removal through permanency - timeline and key hearings.

Hearing Types

Shelter, adjudication, disposition, review, permanency, and TPR hearings.

ICWA & Tribal Protections

Indian Child Welfare Act requirements and tribal sovereignty.

Tribal Resources

Abenaki Nation and other tribal contacts and ICWA programs.

Education Rights

School stability, special education, extended foster care.

Courtroom Practice



Before, during, and after court testimony.

Local Resources

Burlington metro area agencies and organizations.

Mental Health

Therapy providers, crisis services, psychiatric resources.



